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           ñWe'll fight them, sir, 'til hell freezes over, and then, sir, we will fight them on the  ice." 
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FI RST SERGE ANTôS BARK !!  

15 

May 2010: Fairview Park, Costa Mesa 

 

The First Company brought two guns to the second annual 

Fairview Park event, however, this time the battlefield 

changed, and to our advantage.  We were able to place one 

gun on the upper slope of a 10 foot high ridge, and the 

second gun in a defile to the Parrottôs left with a second 

ridge protecting the extreme left flank of our Section.  The 

left ridge was accessible to infantry columns or mounted 

cavalry who could provide additional support and protection. 

The first battle on Saturday was a very uninspiring usage of 

forces as both sides felt each otherôs strength and 

dispositions.  The second battle commenced further west of 

our position, and the Sussex Light Dragoons passed through 

our gun line and shortly thereafter reports filtered to Maj 

Collins of the presence of federal cavalry and possibly 

infantry units approaching from the north. 

The Section waited until the cavalry reengaged the enemy 

and held them in place while our infantry was marched 

forward.  A fierce battle ensued between the mounted and 

dismounted cavalry troopers while the infantry pressed 

forward where upon Washington Artillery opened fire in 

support. 

As advances were made by the infantry which were 

countered by stiff federal opposition for almost one hour.  

Our guns fired both in support and as counter battery fire 

against a numerically superior federal artillery position.  The 

day ended with a tactical win, however, in reality the matter 

was still undecided and Sunday will bring the final outcome 

of this engagement. 

 

Sunday the Section opened fire on federal positions to 

encourage the yanks to keep their heads low and to hold 

their positions.  Our infantry passed through our lines, and 

once they were safely down range the section resumed its 

operations and rendered fire support by raining case shot 

upon the enemy, alternating with counter battery fire. 

As the infantry commenced its assault and the cavalry 

returned to offer flanking protection to our gun line, the 

musketry reached a fevered pitch.  Suddenly, federal 

dismounted cavalry pushed to our infantryôs left flank 

through tall grass and bushes and brought to bear an 

insidious rapid firing mechanism mowing many men down 

like a scythe through ripe wheat.  I ordered one piece to 

concentrate its fire on that damnable contraption and its 

crew, while the other piece was offering support for the 

infantry to fall back in good order and assume a defensive 

line. 

Unfortunately, the overwhelming numbers and intense fire 

from the federal forces mandated me to order the guns to be 

limbered up and withdraw from the field followed soon 

thereafter by the infantryôs retreat from the field. 

 

The final comment about Fairview Park is we had fun!  The 

change of the battlefield site provided us with a wilder 

topography to play and the audience got a better sense of 

how the different branches of the service interact on the 

battle field.   

Also our ranks were filled by a new recruit making his first 

appearance at this event.  On behalf of the Company I would 

like to welcome Robert Arconti as our newest member.  We 

also had two former infantrymen from the 33
rd
 VA Inf give 

us a try and they immediately fell into positions on the guns.  

Everett Tomlinson and David Tibbs, along with Robert, of 

course, were properly introduced to our warm ritual of 

welcome into the Washington Artillery, and I hope Everett 

and David come and play with us again. 

 

My thanks to Jose Jusiniano who cooked breakfast on 

Sunday and Chris Ricker for helping with washing and 

cleaning after the meals. 

 

31 May, 2010 Los Angeles National Cemetery: 

 

Pvt Wm. Bayes of Missouri 

Pvt Ross M. Corrick, home state of enlistment unknown. 

 

Do you know these men? 

I strongly suspect you do not have any idea who they are.  

No shame there, because unless close attention was paid, one 

would have no reason to know them.  Pvt Bayes served with 

the 18
th
 US Field Artillery and passed away 1 April 1930.  

Pvt Corrick served with 3
rd
 Battery 53

rd
 US Artillery and 

passed away 30 April 1930.  Two cannoneers whose graves 

were at the foot of our gun line at the VA.  Memorial Day.  

Decoration Day.  Whatever you call it, the Battalion again 

paid its respects to the men and women who watched over 

our freedoms and safety in peacetime and in times of 

turmoil.  The day began as tradition dictates with Tony 

Alvarez preparing a delicious breakfast, however, this time it 

was served and prepared without the assistance of Donna, 

who was visiting family out of state.  Tony refused any help 

in the kitchen, and he did a tremendous job!  Thank you 

Tony. 
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The Battalion manned eight guns to render honors to the 

veterans as Taps was sounded across the Los Angeles 

National Cemetery.  Thanks to some changes in our 

placements closer to the speakers podium we were able to 

fire our salutes as an integrated facet of the ceremony. 

After a very long three hour program Tony again made his 

home available for a post event BBQ to nourish our 

withering physical strength; Donna still was not there so 

Tony fed the starving masses by himself.  Kudos Mr. 

Alvarez. 

So itôs appropriate to mention Pvts Bayes and Corrick who 

served their country and are remembered and honored by 

Washington Artillery. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Old Fort MacArthur Days on the 10
th
 and 11

th
 of July.  I 

have pre-registered members of the unit, however, you will 

need to complete, sign and BRING the liability release form 

when you check in at the event gate. 

Please remember parking will be very tight at the site due to 

construction, so expect to hump up to the camp site from the 

Friendship Bell parking area.  You will be permitted to 

offload your vehicle, and then move it down to the allocated 

parking slot. 

The camp site will be in the same location as last yearôs by 

the palm tree on the road leading to the museum.  Also 

please be prepared to pay $5 as an event participation fee 

that will be used to offset the Museum insurance cost, 

however, do tell the registration staff you are with 

Washington Artillery. 

Meals may be purchased from the food vendors.  Bring 

drinking water and wood to help us out at the camp. 

 

Good of the Unit: 

My hopes and prayers for a full, speedy, and complete 

recovery to the following members of the First Company: 

Tom Martinez 

Richard Holaday 

Mike Collins 

Doug Carroll 

Roger Hill 

 

Lord, I beseech You to bestow Your healing gifts to these 

fine men and their families who believe in your great 

powers, and do good works among your people.  Men who 

hold friendship, kindness, and charity as a foundation of 

leading their life in a manner You have set down for us.  

Return them in full vigor into our midst as a testament to 

Your eternal love for us, your servants.  Amen! 

 

See you all at the next event, 

I remain your obedient servant, 

First Sergeant S Frankl 

 

 

I remain your most Obdt Servant, 

1
st
 Sgt Sam Frankl, Commanding 

First Company, Battalion Washington Artillery 

 

Survaying the troups!!  

 

The Preacher  Joe!!
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Waitng for orders!!!  

Cpl. Cronan reports to a higher 

Commander!!  

   
 

 

Administrative  

 
GHP:  Paul De Nubilo  
Secretary:  Janet De Nubilo  
Treasurer:  Pam Carroll  
Newsletter:  Jose Justiniano  

Com missary     

Officer:  Doug Carroll  

 
MILITARY  

 
1st Sgt:  Sam Frankl  
Gun Sgts:  Jose Justiniano  
                        Roger Hill  
Corporals:  Joe Cronin   
                        Chris Ricker   
                        Mike Walters  

  
Provost:  Sally Ricker  
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The GHP speaks!     AGAIN!! & AGAIN!!  
 
 

July GHP article 

I guess we can call the summer campaign 

underway and with some really popular events. 

Our next event is July 10 and 11 At Ft Mac. This 

is the ever popular time line that has grown a great 

deal since we first started attending. 

The first time I was there was with the 6 Pdr and 

all we were allowed to fire was a primer! And we 

were the only exhibit they had. 

The gun will be there on Friday Sam will pull it 

using one of my trucks. I will be there Friday with 

the WWII truck. 

Fort Mac is easy to find: South 110 Harbor 

Freeway. The freeway ends on Gaffey Street in 

San Pedro.  Continue Southbound. As you go over 

the last hill and around the bend, the museum's 

entrance is on the right at 36th Street. The only 

thing I know about the schedule is that we are on 

late in the afternoon. Friday will be our normal in 

town dinner, there are food vendors on site for all 

other meals.. Saturday Am the ACWS will hold 

their board meeting in our camp. 

Our membership list is at the gate and you should 

not have to pay the $5.00. But if there is confusion 

like last year pay it, it becomes a donation to the 

Fort. Bring both uniforms I do not know what we 

will be for the battle. 

August 15 is the Ft Tejon invitational. I plan to 

make it a ñshoot and scootò The gun will be there 

about 8 AM. You can go as early as Friday after 5 

if you like. There is a Saturday program, swap 

meet and Sat night Dance. Sunday is the only 

battle day. I donôt know what the schedule is, 

there is a problem with their site. We need to be 

set up about 0900 Hrs. Last year the battles were 

at 1030, 1200 and 1330 Hrs. Bring your own 

lunch and drinks. There is no food service on site. 

We will stop for dinner at Gorman. We are the 

UNION gun and maybe we will be joined by the 

other union gun. Directions: go North on 5 follow 

the signs just before the grapevine to the Fort, do 

not go down the grapevine! That is too far! 

Just some heads up on some other events, Sept. 

18-19 is a return to the Orange Empire RR 

Museum in Perris. Oct 3-4 is the MTHE at Prado 

Park Followed by our only U.S. Mex. War event 

the old womans gun at Ranch Domingues. Oct 30 

is Las Vegas which I will not be able to attend. 

Nov 13 and 14 is the 100
th
 Boy Scout event at 

Prado Park. We need to think this one out because 

it is the same time as Moorpark. But a couple of 

units have said they will support it and I got a lot 

of WA members who plan to go. Friday is the 

school day and Saturday is our battle and Sunday 

is scheduled for brek down. Of course you can 

leave Sat. I plan to. Special Notices: 

Event attendance: 

Before every event we need to know who is 

coming, and when you are going to be there! AND 

you need to notify BOTH me and SAM!. Sam 

needs to know to make up the gun crews, I need to 

know to make up the trailer configuration. Please 

look for the e-mail with the attendance list 

attached. See if you are on, make any corrections 

and E-mail BOTH Sam and me. (Or Sam and I). 

  

 

 

WORK PARTY!   WORK PARTY! 

 
As you all know we have a small work 

party the Wednesday before every event to 

load rounds and configure the trailer. This 

goes pretty well because Doug, Pam, 

Scotty, Donnalee, Sam, Ann and Janet are 

right here and we can get it all done. We 

realize that it is far to difficult for anyone 

but the local folks to do this. 
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We had a general call this Month for a 

work party to get Tomôs gun into shape 

and, Scotty, Donnalee, Doug, Pam and  

Janet showed up. Then Doug and I spent 

another day together just painting. 

We are considering a major work party and 

it looks like we will have to pick a date in 

August. 

Right now tentatively the 28-29
th
.  I know 

it is a long trip for some, there are other 

family plans etc. But without your 

participation the work again falls on our 

ñNorthern contingencyò.  

I also know a lot of you folks really would 

like to participate, because we have a good 

time! It is not only work but we can make 

fun of Dougôs painting skills. (I noticed on 

other work parties he left a lot of gaps on 

my side of the cannon!) 

You can bunk here overnight Sam and 

Doug have room. The 5
th
 wheel is available 

and there is tenting space. 

I have had a suggestion to propose at the 

annual meeting that people who do not 

make the big work party kick in some 

money to pay for a big steak dinner for the 

folks who can! (Yum) 

Look for more news on this work party. 

Right now the limber is rickety (so am I) 

the club gun howitzer and 6 Pdr need work 

and we need to construct a gun for the U.S. 

Mex War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS CORNER :    

 
The Newsletter will be published bi -
monthly.  

After Action Reports or Articles 
pertaining to events should be in 2 weeks 

after each event.  Other contributions I 
would need no later than the week prior 
to the publication date.  

 
I can be contacted thru e -mail 
jose.justiniano@gmail.com  

or (310) 212 -7055.  
 If you have any questions or suggestions, Jose 

Justiniano , editor of the WAR CRY, can be 

contacted thru my e-mail . 

 
Sergeant Jose Justiniano Jr 
Washington Artillery 
(310) 212 -7055 . 
 jose.justiniano@gmail.com  

 

mailto:jose.justiniano@gmail.com

